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As the frequency of  the Academic Service 
Learning trip to Ghana has waned, students 
have begun an effort to restart the program.
Campus News, pg 5













Extortion suspect chargedB.o.B. is booked 
as spring concert
On Jan. 25, Miller Beckham iii 
was arrested and charged with at-
tempted extortion from Xavier 
University, claiming to have docu-
ments containing personal infor-
mation about students and po-
tentially parents he would release 
unless given $20,000.
“i’ve been here 31 years and 
this is the first time a situation like 
this has ever been brought to my 
attention,” Chief  of  Xavier Police 
Michael Couch said.
extortion falls under the legal 
definition of  blackmail, which 
involves any person who takes 
money or property from another 
by means of  illegal compulsion. 
in this case, Beckham committed 
extortion of  several private per-
sons, using personal documents as 
leverage for a $20,000 payment.
The case is still under investiga-
tion, therefore it remains unclear 
how Beckham was able to obtain 
these personal documents.  
Xavier Police was unable to 
comment on whether Beckham 
actually possessed the alleged per-
sonal files of  students or not, but 
according to a Xavier security up-
date, no computer databases had 
been infiltrated in the process.
The update also mentioned that 
“there [was] no evidence that any 
information [had] been misused,” 
and the campus had informed 
those students and parents who 
might have information of  theirs 
being held ransom.
One of  these students, who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
described the letter as giving little 
insight about what type of  infor-
mation was under investigation.  
The student mentioned that 
Beckham’s letter said the infor-
mation was personal and had the 
potential to be used against the 
student. 
“it stinks that it happened, but 
i don’t think any of  it got used,” 
the student said. “i think he was 
just holding it against us.”
when asked for further details, 
Xavier and Cincinnati Police said 
they were unable to comment on 
the current investigation. 
Beckham’s lawyer, ionna 
Massiminom, did not return 
phone calls for comment.
Beckham, a 32 year-old male 
from Springfield Township, Ohio, 
has received multiple federal 
and civil charges over the last 10 
years.  
Miller Beckham III was charged with attempted extortion after demanding 
$20,000 from the University in exchange for personal information. 
Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com
Rapper B.o.B, a five-time 
Grammy nominee, is set to per-
form at Cintas Center on April 2 
at 7:30 p.m., the Student Activities 
Council announced on wednesday, 
Jan. 26.
Although the concert will be 
open to all paying customers, SAC 
has stated that Xavier students 
will receive preferential treatment 
in seating and pricing.
“Tickets will be sold exclu-
sively to Xavier students for the 
first two weeks,” Dustin Lewis, 
assistant to the Office of  Student 
involvement said.
 Ticket sales will begin Monday, 
Feb. 14 at 1:30 p.m. in Gallagher 
Student Center and will run until 
7 p.m.
After that, tickets will then 
be made available to students 
as a pre-sale beginning Tuesday, 
Feb. 15. Students will be able to 
purchase these tickets through 
GoXavier.com and at the Cintas 
box office.
Tickets go on sale for the pub-
lic starting Monday, Feb. 28.
The general public can pur-
chase tickets through the Cintas 
Box Office as well as Ticketmaster.
com.
“Cintas will be able to accom-
modate up to around 5,600 guests 
for the show,” Lewis said. “This is 
based on the location of  the stage 
in addition to the capacity of  seat-
ing on the floor, lower bowl and 
upper bowl with a stage located 
on the e-Line.”
This year’s SAC concert was 
unique in its selection and vetting 
process.
“The Student Activities Council 
has been working all year on poll-
ing students and trying to better 
assess the concert interests of  stu-
dents on campus,” Lewis said.
“SAC held three concert fo-
rums this past fall, with approxi-
mately 50 students participat-
ing, where their thoughts on the 
spring concert were collected,” 
Lewis said. 
“Additionally, [more than] 400 
students were polled to discuss 
their preferred genre of  music 
and Hip Hop came in at no. 1,” 
Lewis said.
while B.o.B. will be the head-
line act, performing hits such as 
“Airplanes” and “nothin on you,” 
Lewis said the opening act is still 
being determined.
“we anticipate there will be 
one opening act and look forward 
to announcing the act once the 
contract is fully signed and we are 
able to begin promoting the act 
appropriately,” Lewis said.
According to the Clerk of  
Courts, Beckham has been 
charged with as many as 14 differ-
ent municipal violations in the last 
15 years and has been involved 
in nine different common plea 
cases.  
Charges have included traffick-
ing marijuana, possession of  co-
caine, disorderly conduct, assault, 
resisting arrest and extortion. 
According to the Cincinnati 
Enquirer, Beckham has served 
multiple prison sentences since 
1997, one of  which was federal.  
in September, Beckham was 
released from prison on drug 
charges.
 Beckham appeared in court on 
Jan. 23, where his bail was set at 
$10,000.
Rapper B.o.B. has been booked to 
perform at Xavier on Sat., April 2.
Photo courtesy of bobatl.com
McLaughlin wins student Government seat
By Mike GLynn
Asst. Campus News Editor
Sophomore emily McLaughlin 
was sworn in at the start of  
Monday’s Senate meeting mark-
ing the end of  a three-week, four-
candidate search.
The event marked the second 
time this year that an appoint-
ment to fill a vacant seat was ne-
cessitated. Junior Senator Sam 
Rodgers replaced senior Daniel 
Francis at the beginning of  the 
fall semester.
“i think Senate is very excit-
ed for emily to join us,” junior 
Senator Ryan Alleman, chair of  
the Financial Affairs committee, 
said.
“we are happy to have a full 
20-person Senate again and to 
have an opportunity to embrace 
another new perspective.”
McLaughlin said that while 
she was initially interested in 
running for a senatorial position 
last year, she was unsure about 
how to become involved in the 
organization. 
This year, feeling more settled 
at Xavier, she decided to run, 
which led to her appointment.
McLaughlin was chosen from 
a pool of  four potential candi-
dates and was one of  the three 
chosen to partake in the interview 
process. 
eligibility for the position is 
dependent upon three specific re-
quirements. Candidates must be 
able to: attend one of  three pre-
election senate meetings, fit the 
weekly senate meetings into his 
or her agenda and maintain a 2.0 
GPA.
Additionally, senators must 
also act as a role model to other 
students and serve as a represen-
tative of  the study body.
“i think that she has a great 
mindset and will do great work,” 
sophomore Senator Jimmy Gieser 
said. 
“I am confident in her [and] 
her ability to build relationships 
with the University and the stu-
dent body,” Gieser said.
As a senator, McLaughlin is ex-
pected to design and enact a proj-
ect or initiative during her term.
“[She] has a great idea com-
ing into Senate with composting,” 
Gieser said. “The project is some-
thing that is actually feasible.”
with less than two months 
until senate elections, one of  the 
hopes of  SGA is to select an in-
dividual who will make an imme-
diate impact on improving life on 
Xavier’s campus, SGA President 
senior Kevin Contrera said.
Sophomore Emily McLoughlin was chosen by a committee of Student 
Government representatives to fill the vacant senate seat.
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For classified orders and information, call Emily Klein 
at 513-745-3561 or email her at Newswire-Classi-
fieds@xavier.edu
2221 Cathedral Avenue 
Apt. #2, Norwood. Clean, 
LARGE 1 bd/1 ba 2nd fl 
duplex w/study, full dining 
room, central air, gas heat, 
walk-in closet. Quiet street 
near Fenwick and Quatman 
Café. 5 minute drive to XU. 
Water and trash included. 
No Pets.  $525.00 a month + 
security deposit, credit check, 
references. (513) 519-9050 
 
Wonderful apartments 
across from campus. June or 
August for summer and/or 
NEXT  year. ONE bedroom 
up to FOUR bedrooms. cin-
ciVEGAN@juno.com
    Available for 2011 school 
year. 5 houses one block 
from campus.  2, 3, and 4 
full size bedrooms. Large 
houses, walk to campus, 
other student housing im-
mediately next door. Laun-
dry, fully equipped kitchens, 
plenty of  parking, clean and 
well equipped. 
513-616-3798 or  email 
doug.spitz@cbws.com for 
information.
    Three or Four brd on 
nicest street in Norwood. 
Apt includes: Full living and 
dining rooms, air, parking, 
laundry, $960 
Available June 1. 604-5159 
    4030 Crosley 45212, 
3BR, 2.5 car garage, walk-
ing distance to XU, No Pets, 
Begins June 2011 for 2011-2 
school year, New AC, bath-
room, bedroom, Quiet safe 
street, $1000/mon, non-coin 
washer and dryer, additional 
appliances and furnishings, 
Contact: Dan 513-305-9647 
dpp97@hotmail.com
Earlier this year, the sociology 
department was facing difficulties, 
including a low number of  profes-
sors specific to the major, fueling 
concerns about the future of  the 
department. 
The chair of  the political sci-
ence and sociology departments, 
John Ray, says things are now 
looking up for the department.
During the fall 2010 semester, 
the sociology department adver-
tised an open tenure-track posi-
tion for an assistant professor.
The sociology department re-
ceived 142 applications and nar-
rowed the selection down to three 
candidates.
These candidates will be com-
ing to campus over the next three 
weeks to go through an interview 
process that includes a teaching 
demonstration. 
Ray said the three finalists all 
look promising. The sociology de-
partment will not only be looking 
at their scholarly achievements, 
but also at their teaching abilities.
In this instance, Ray said the 
professors’ teaching capability is 
more important that their abilities 
as a scholar.
Ray also said this hiring of  a 
new professor is a step in the right 
direction for the sociology depart-
ment, which he feels is important 
to the mission of  Xavier.  
The sociology department an-
ticipates announcing the selected 
candidate for the position by mid-
March.
The Women’s Center introduces changes under the new direction of 
University Cincinnati’s old Programs Director Tamika Odum.  
photo courtesy xavier.edu
Xavier University Women’s 
Center has been undergoing some 
major changes, both with the di-
rector and the direction of  the 
Center. 
Tamika Odum is the new di-
rector, having previously served 
as the Programs Director at the 
University of  Cincinnati. Odum 
believes her arrival does not indi-
cate significant upheaval for the 
Women’s Center. 
“The general premise of  what a 
women’s center is supposed to be 
is going to be the same,” Odum 
said. “How we do things will just 
be a little bit different.” 
The general goal of  the 
Women’s Center is based around 
advocacy, education and support.  
Odum promises to focus on 
similar values to make her tran-
sition as smooth as possible 
without losing the general goal 
of  the center from its previous 
management.
These words will continue to 
provide the backbone to the pro-
gramming at the Women’s Center. 
However, a change in leadership 
does mean a change in programs.
“Women’s History Month is 
coming up [in March] and we 
have a ton of  programs planned,” 
Odum said.
Most notably, Odum plans to 
take a Cincinnati-wide program, 
One Hundred Wise Women, and 
adapt it to Xavier’s campus. 
“This program will allow 
Xavier’s young women to meet 
with professionals who have been 
in their field for awhile,” Odum 
said.
The month’s theme, “Our 
History Is Our Strength,” will be 
the inspiration for many of  the 
events planned.
“We’re [taking] this first year to 
kind of  feel out what the campus 
is like,” Odum said. “And then 
when fall [semester] comes you 
will kind of  see a difference in the 
Women’s Center.”
Women’s Center finds active director
By Cory BrenneMan
Staff  Writer
In the most visible benchmark of the construction process, the high-
rise crane was removed from the new Residence Hall construction site 
last week.  The crane was replaced with a portable pice of machinery, 
helping the project remain on schedule for opening in August.
Stepping up makes 
cranes step down
Newswire photos by Greg Rose
Women’s History Month introduces One Hundred Wise Women
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Distance for Dreams traveled to Disney 
World over winter  break to run a half 
marathon and a full marathon. These 
students got sponsors for the marathons 
in order to collect enough money with A 
Special Wish Foundation to fulfill the 
dream of Charday Davis (center).
Dr. Christian End knew when 
he got the phone call that he 
would have a hard time turning 
down the offer.
A psychology 
professor for the 
past eight years 
and Green Bay 
Packers fan from 
Milwaukee still 
shaking off  the 
snow collected 
while watching the 
Packers beat the 
Chicago Bears at 
Soldier Field on 
Jan. 23, End had a 
feeling 2011 would be the time to 
attend his first Super Bowl.
“It is kind of  a once in a lifetime 
thing,” End said. “Some members 
of  my family and I got to buy tick-
ets at face value. I guess I will look 
at it as a chance to explore some 
of  the things I research and talk 
about in class.”
For six years, End has spoken 
about sports psychology in class-
rooms at Xavier as a professor in 
the psychology department. 
His work has appeared in 
International Sports Journal, Journal 
of  Applied Social Psychology, Journal 
of  Homosexuality, North American 
Journal of  Psychology 
and Journal of  Sport 
Behavior.
Now he will have 
the chance to study 
his theories at what 
he views as one of  
the largest sporting 
events of  the year.
“I usually use 
sports as an example 
for my social psychol-
ogy classes,” End 
said. “You have people from dif-
ferent backgrounds or in differ-
ent parts of  the world, and they 
can overcome barriers to begin a 
conversation just because they see 
someone in an airport wearing a 
Pittsburgh Steelers hat. It gives 
them a sense of  belonging. And 
now you have 100,000 people 
coming to one game in Dallas, so 
that idea is put into practice a bit, 
with Steelers fans taking over one 
bar or Packers fans traveling to-
gether and monopolizing part of  
a city.”
Psychology professor connects with Super Bowl
By Doug TiffT
Editor-in-Chief
Jake Heath, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
With this year’s game between 
the Steelers and Packers, two teams 
from smaller cities with older fan 
bases and similar histories of  suc-
cess, End believes the fans at the 
Super Bowl will be different than 
in previous years. 
Since the Packers and Steelers 
have both accumulated Super 
Bowls dating back more than 30 
years, both fanbases have expe-
rienced multiple generations of  
fans within families, strengthen-
ing their psychological tie to the 
teams, according to End. 
End is also cognizant that not 
everyone at the Super Bowl will 
be there as part of  the fan culture 
that he has studied throughout his 
academic career.
“There will be fans of  both 
teams of  course,” End said. “But 
there will also be just specta-
tors, there to see the game. And 
there may even be people there to 
merely see the Black Eyed Peas at 
halftime.”
End is a sports psychologist and 
lifelong Green Bay Packers fan.
photo courtesy xavier.edu
The Newswire strives to 
keep the integrity and hon-
or of all of the articles we 
publish.  
In an effort to better the 
paper, please tell us if you 
find corrections needed to 
be made.  
We appreciate your help 
in making the Newswire a 
better paper.
E-mail us at newswire@







or in different 
parts of the 
world...It gives 
them a sense of 
belonging.”
-Dr. Christian End
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Cul tura l Corner
Students fight to keep ASLS in Ghana in 2012 
During the spring semester 2010, Drs. Kathleen Smythe of the history dept. and Jennifer 
Robbins of the biology dept. accompanied seven students on an ASLS to Kumasi, Ghana.
- Paid Advertisement -
Photo courtesy of ghanaisgood.com
Lizzie Glaser, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
Photo courtesy of facebook.com 
Students form informal committee to re-instate suspended Academic Service Learning Semester
When the Ghana Academic 
Service Learning Semester was 
suspended in 2008, the students 
selected for the spring trip fought 
to reinstate it. They successfully re-
turned from a semester in Ghana 
in April 2010. Now, history may 
find a way to repeat itself, as the 
University again re-evaluates its 
position in West Africa due to lack 
of  student and faculty interest. 
Sophomores Pat Schlembach, 
Rosalynd Erney and Grace Badik 
are heading a student movement 
to increase student awareness 
of  the Ghana trip, with the ulti-
mate goal of  reinstating the trip 
in spring 2012. For the past two 
weeks, they have informally re-
cruited interested students and 
already have five students com-
mitted of  the nine needed for the 
trip to be considered by the ad-
ministration. They will also host 
a public forum on Wednesday, 
Feb. 2, at 9 p.m. in the Clocktower 
Lounge for interested students to 
hear more information. 
“Right now, we’re trying to fig-
ure out what the roadblocks are 
that keep us from going and how 
we can address them to make the 
trip a reality,” Badik said. 
The students have been meet-
ing with faculty and administra-
tors and talking with alumni from 
the 2010 trip. They have talked 
to several classes and announced 
their movement at community 
nights sponsored by the Center 
for Faith and Justice. In addition, 
they plan to write letters to the ad-
ministration explaining the level 
of  student interest and asking 
for support and consideration of  
reinstatement. 
“The Ghana program is im-
portant because anyone can do 
it,” Schlembach said. “It’s not 
language specific [the Nicaragua 
ASLS requires Spanish 102]. It’s a 
chance for me to involve myself  
in my areas of  interest and have 
fun doing it.” 
As participants in the Ghana 
ASLS, students would take 15 
credit hours of  classes including a 
course in African drumming and 
dance and Twi, the vernacular lan-
guage of  the region. In addition 
to coursework, they would do 12 
hours of  service each week, gen-
erally at a non-profit organization. 
Though they are accompanied 
by a faculty leader and assistant 
while in Ghana, the students live 
with a host family and participate 
in community events. “When you 
think of  service learning, you 
think about service,” Schlembach 
said. “But it’s really about under-
standing the community and the 
issues that face it by truly being a 
part of  it.”
The ASLS program tradition-
ally sponsors one international 
and one urban trip a year. The ur-
ban trip is set in Over-the-Rhine, 
downtown Cincinnati, while the 
international trip has been of-
fered in Ghana, Nepal, India and 
Nicaragua. As travel, host family 
salaries and miscellaneous costs 
of  the trip increase, the program 
cannot easily fund as much as it 
could before. As a result, the only 
international trip currently offered 
is the Nicaragua trip. 
“It’s kind of  an injustice. There 
are people who came to Xavier 
specifically for the ASLS in Ghana 
and then it’s taken away,” Badik 
said. “If  all the programs are los-
ing money, why cut Ghana?”
In a 2008 article, the Newswire 
reported that Nicaragua and Over-
the-Rhine were chosen because 
“they are well-established pro-
grams with strong infrastructures.” 
Still, the students believe the Ghana 
program is an invaluable experi-
ence toward becoming the “men 
and women for others” that the 
Jesuit ideal seeks to create. 
“People think of  Africa as one, 
homogenous place instead of  as 
individual countries,” Erney said. 
“Through an immersion program 
like this, we are able to really see 
and understand the effects of  our 
actions.” 
“We want to inform the student 
body of  our movement so that, if  
they’re interested, they have the 
chance to go as well,” Schlembach 
said. “You can learn about global-
ization all you want, but until you 
live in Kumasi, the second largest 
city in one of  the most influential 
countries in West Africa, you can’t 
really understand it.”
Ghana is located in West Africa.
Cul tura l Corner
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to students was given a field in-
vestigation report and sent on 
his or her way.
Jan. 30, 12:09 a.m. - A stu-
dent urinating in the woods in 
the alumni parking lot was cited 
for underage consumption.
Jan. 30, 1:28 p.m. - A student 
who has a history of  violating 
parking policies on campus was 
cited for failure to cooperate 
with university officials. 
Jan. 30, 3:50 p.m. - A stu-
dent reported damage to his or 
her rear view mirror in the R1 
parking lot.
Jan. 24, 3:42 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported the theft of  a 
parking permit from his or her 
vehicle in the R2 parking lot.
Jan. 25, 8:32 p.m. - A stu-
dent was cited for failure to co-
operate with University officials 
after parking in the fire lane at 
the Commons Apartments and 
attempting to drive away.
Jan. 26, 11:45 a.m. - Xavier 
Police received a report from a 
visitor about a vehicle backing 
into a light pole while attempt-
ing to back out of  the Conaton 
Learning Commons circle.
Jan. 28, 2:11 a.m. - Two stu-
dents arguing and fighting at 
the Commons Apartment were 
cited for disorderly conduct 
and underage consumption.
Jan. 28, 7:00 p.m. - A non-
student attempting to sell CDs 
Jan. 25, 4:51 p.m.  – 
Xavier Police investigated the 
report of  a non-student act-
ing suspiciously in front of  
the Sycamore House. An in-
vestigation revealed that the 
individual, who was wanted 
on a felony charge for drug 
abuse in Minnesota, was 
waiting on a friend to arrive.
- Paid Advertisement -
DELL, APPLE, ACER & Others Repaired Here
Since 1988
FREE DIAGNOSTIC ESTIMATE
Virus / Spyware Removal
Data Backup / Recovery
Software
Network Installation











Factory AUTHORIZED Warranty Service for
HP - Lenovo - Sony - Toshiba
By SABRinA BRown
Staff  Writer
The Office of  Residence 
Life is continuing the process 
building the Resident Assistant 
team for the 2011-12 school 
year. Residence Life began the 
interview process on Jan. 21 
and will be continuing inter-
views through Feb. 4. 
This year, Residence Life 
had more than 100 new ap-
plicants for Resident Assistant 
positions and more than 25 
re-applications from current 
RAs. 
Residence Life will an-
nounce who has been selected 
on Feb. 18, and the process 
continues from there.  
The individuals selected to 
be Resident Assistants for the 
upcoming year will then par-
ticipate in a spring training ses-
sion in March. The Residence 
Life staff  then works on de-
veloping Residence Life teams 
for each building. 
“We ask the RAs for their 
preference. We then be-
gin building staff  teams af-
ter that in terms of  trying 
to balance out personalities, 
strengths and challenges so we 
have the most complete staff  
team that we can,” said Lisa 
Brown, Associate Director of  
Residence Life.
This year, Residence Life 
received a record number of  
applicants. 
The Residence Life staff  
relies strongly on their use of  
alternates. 
The alternates are available 
for hiring if  one of  the RAs 
is unable to accept his or her 
position. 
“They’re individuals who we 
think would be great RAs, but 
we just don’t have a spot for 
them. The alternates are really 
crucial, and we end up using 
many of  them,” said Brown. 
Residence Life has a posi-
tive outlook for the RA selec-
tion process this year, and it 
expects to have a full Residence 
Life team compiled for the 
2011-12 year. 






around campus, we think 
you’d like to know where 
everyone’s new home will 
be.
	 Office	of	Student	Success	and																		













 Peer Leadership Team







 Center for Faith and Justice




Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
Opinions&Editorials6 XaviEr NEwswirEFebruary 2, 2011
EDITORIAL | Spring concert
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly 
throughout the school year, except during vacation 
and final exams, by the students of  Xavier University, 
3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-
2129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff  
member each week and do not necessarily reflect the 
sentiments of  the entire staff. They are also not the 
sole responsibility of  the Opinions and Editorials 
editor to write.
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier 
Newswire are not necessarily those of  the student 
body, faculty or administration of  Xavier.  The 
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
statements and opinions of  a columnist do not 
necessarily reflect those of  editors or general staff. 
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per 
semester within the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription inquiries should be directed to 
Doug Tifft, 513-745-3607.  
Advertising inquiries should be directed to 
Casey Selzer, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.  
One copy of  the Xavier Newswire, distributed 
on campus, is free per person per week.  Additional 
copies are 25 cents.  
Xavier University is an academic community 
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
EDITORIAL | Extortion plot
A criminal plan that parodies itself
XaviEr NEwswirE
Copyright  2011     Circulation 3,000
Op-Ed Editor: peter fricke
Photo Editor: alexa von bargen
Photographers: kelsey edson, alex klein
Head Copy Editors: matt ackels, alyssa konermann, kara lenoir, 
ashley sroufe
Copy Editors: Bridget gavaghan, caitrin reilly, alexandra kotch, 
robert lisiecki, ashley patrick
Editor-in-Chief  & Publisher
Managing Editor
Business Manager











Extortion, like hostage ransoming and piracy, is for most Americans 
an issue which primarily concerns politicians and millionaires; one seen 
on the news and in movies, but rarely experienced firsthand.  So when 
we at the Newswire discovered, along with the rest of  you, that Miller 
Beckham III was foiled in his attempt to extort $20,000 from Xavier, 
we experienced feelings of  relief  and gratitude which soon gave way to 
a bemused incredulity.
Upon first reading the security bulletin, the natural reaction is to be 
grateful for the police and school officials for their effective handling 
of  the situation. 
Even as a closer inspection of  the announcement begins to raise 
questions about certain elements of  Beckham’s “plan,” one cannot help 
but appreciate that without the serious approach taken by the authori-
ties, no un-serious analysis of  the matter would be possible.
For someone who suffixes a roman numeral to his name, perhaps 
the most surprising element of  the attempted extortion plot was the 
amount of  money demanded, which is roughly equal to one years’ wag-
es at McDonald’s or three months’ rent on that hefty moniker of  his. 
Perhaps the relatively pithy sum was an attempt to disguise his bluff  and 
induce the risk-averse to comply rather than contend with him.  Perhaps 
Mr. Beckham III has never played poker.
Equally perplexing, though, is the very decision to attempt the ill-
fated plot in the first place. 
As is so often the case with so-called “white collar” crimes, in the 
final analysis one suspects that Beckham’s efforts might have been em-
ployed more productively in other endeavors. 
Yet with unemployment remaining stubbornly high, it is important 
to avoid the temptation to blame the faceless economy for Beckham’s 
financial troubles.  While Beckham was devising ways to sponge off  of  
society, Americans affected by the recession were becoming entrepre-
neurs in record numbers, turning their misfortune into opportunity.
So we say shame on the man with the fancy name, and bravo to those 
who worked to thwart him. 
An unfamiliar feeling: satisfaction
Walking across campus you will frequently hear the sound of  a ste-
reo system blasting from C1 or barreling past Bellarmine Chapel. If  it is 
a student — and not that one guy who insists on blasting country music 
with his windows down in his pickup, even when the temperature is 
below zero — the odds are fairly high that the music reverberating out 
will be heavy on the bass and light on the vocal range. In short, contem-
porary college students have been known to enjoy hip-hop music.
So it is no surprise the Student Activities Council would receive a 
fairly determined call for hip-hop music at its spring concert — a call, it 
should be noted and applauded, that was received with newfound levels 
of  student input on the process. And it is further heartening that SAC 
would heed that call to bring B.o.B. to campus near the pinnacle of  his 
brief  meteoric rise to Grammy stardom.
One can debate all day whether the concert came together by a grace 
of  happenstance — B.o.B. finding a date in his schedule in which he 
happened to be near the Cincinnati area when Cintas Center had a free 
night. Or one could attribute it to just another phase of  the apparent 
increase in diligence from SAC with regard to this year’s concert.
Regardless, with the reduced ticket prices and likelihood of  cushy 
seating for a relatively intimate show, Xavier students do not have too 
much to complain about this spring. Well, except for maybe a few loud 
stereos.
Letters to the editor
Let me be clear about the fact 
that I respect and appreciate the 
monetary donations of  alumni 
and other Xavier supporters and 
fans. Without them, I would not 
be able to afford this fine private 
education or attend class in these 
beautiful new buildings. This letter 
should in no way be regarded as 
an attack against the generous do-
nors who have made many things 
at Xavier University possible.
But now that I've published 
the appropriate fine print, I have 
a serious grievance against the 
parking situation on campus dur-
ing basketball games — and it has 
nothing to do with laziness. Sure, 
I don't want my walk to class in 
below-freezing temperatures to 
exceed five minutes, but that's not 
the real issue here.
Tonight, I made my third com-
mute to campus to attend a class 
that happened to coincide with a 
basketball game. The prior two 
trips, I politely asked a police of-
ficer where I could park for class 
(which, if  I'm not mistaken, is the 
whole point of  this establishment 
in the first place). I was told that 
I could park in the lot behind the 
C-2 lot, next to Captain D's. My 
class is in Alter Hall.
The first two times this hap-
pened, I thanked the officer and 
proceeded to scam out a spot 
somewhere remotely close to cam-
pus. However, tonight, I couldn't 
help myself. 
Met with the same response as 
the last two attempts, the real is-
sue of  the matter boiled over. "So 
you're telling me, sir, that I have 
to park in an ill-lit lot that is not 
really even a part of  campus, as a 
120-pound girl, carrying a purse 
— and then walk twenty minutes 
to class, which I'm paying about 
$100 per hour for, in Norwood, in 
the dark? And then, walk BACK 
after the game is over and the 
entire place is deserted and ergo, 
MORE dangerous?"
When there are students being 
robbed and "non-students" fre-
quenting campus enough to war-
rant at least one "Police Note" per 
week, I don't think my concern is 
unfounded.
The cop seemed apologetic, 
and I get it — they don't make 
the rules. But who does? Because 
whoever it is needs to evaluate not 
only the issue of  inconvenience 
and flagrant priority disorder on 
game days, but the safety and 
well-being of  Xavier University 
students, who, by the way, are also 
paying for the whole party.
Dani Schweiger| ‘11
Another plea for 
clemency: game 
day parking
A proposal to 
work together
How could we 
resist printing 
this letter?
We have a small Rental Housing 
committee in North Avondale 
that has been dealing with rental 
housing issues for several years. 
Off-campus parties have taken 
much of  our attention. We have 
connected with several Norwood 
residents and see them as having 
similar problems. The Oct. 20 ar-
ticle (“The art of  people-watch-
ing”) got our attention. 
The neighborhoods and stu-
dents moving into them see the 
same picture through different 
perspectives. The Newswire staff  
is in a position to bridge this dif-
ference. I hope you will take the 
opportunity to understand the 
impact off-campus living has on 
neighborhoods and then share 
this with your readership.
Pauline Daly,
Rental Housing Committee of  
North Avondale 
I wanted to drop you a note to 
tell you that I really enjoyed your 
piece “Tough it out: a lesson from 
my sister.” I typically do not take 
time to read the Xavier Newswire, 
however, your insight and moving 
editorial will likely change that.
I really like the part about not 
having a sense of  self-pity, but a 
desire to act out parts of  her per-
sonality in your daily life. I cannot 
imagine someone putting it any 
better than that!
Have a great weekend, and 
thanks for writing something that 
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Postponing the inevitable





A collection of  comments, observations, and general remarks 
from your friendly editorial staff, intended for your edification and 
amusement
Have you been feeling funny 
this first month of  the semester?
Do you find yourself  sleeping 
more than your pet cat?
Have you skipped more classes 
in three weeks than in the previ-





thargic but are 





If  you an-
swered yes to 




senioritis.  But 
don’t worry; 
you’re not 
alone.  Close to 1,000 fellow 
Musketeers are suffering from 
this very condition right now. 
How do you know if  you are af-
flicted?  Here are some potential 
symptons:
You find yourself  asking for a 
senior discount at restaurants.
You only think about doing 
homework, and that counts.
You find yourself  eating at the 
caf  again.  Not because it’s par-
In response to last week’s ar-
ticle and provocative editorial on 
the controversies surrounding 
the “Just Disclose It” initiative, 
I realize that we must clarify our 
intentions in this movement. We 
are students at Xavier University, 
a Jesuit university with a passion 
for basketball and a contract with 
Nike. We recognize the benefits 
that Nike brings to Xavier as an 




derstand that the 
men’s basketball 
team made its mark 
in Xavier history 
by becoming one 
of  six non-BCS 
schools to achieve 
a partnership with 
Nike. This move-
ment seeks in no 
way to incite ill 
will toward Xavier 
or its basketball 
team, nor do we 
ask Xavier to ter-
minate its contract with Nike.
Instead, we implore our 
University to give voice to its Jesuit 
ideals and, in doing so, to work 
with Nike to increase the corpora-
tion’s transparency. We hope that 
the complete disclosure of  the 
global wages of  Nike and its sub-
contractors will either uncover so-
cially responsible practices or be 
an impetus for their achievement. 
This movement, neither a boycott 
nor an attack, is meant to contrib-
ute to global efforts for corporate 
social responsibility. We trust that 
our institution will stand by us and 
its values in this endeavor for eco-
nomic justice.
Nike Vice President for 
Corporate Responsibility on Nike 
Workers’ Wages, Hannah Jones, 
said in response to a letter from 
Jim Keady, “Nike does require 
that factories manufacturing our 
products comply with local legal 
minimum wages, and this is some-
thing we aim to verify in our audit-
ing process.” 
If  Nike veri-
fies that the 
wages being 
given in its fac-
tories are in ac-
cordance with 
local minimum 
wages, it must, 
in fact, have the 
documentation 
and records of  
what the work-
ers are paid. We 
intend to sup-
port Nike only 
if  it will disclose 
those wages 
publicly.
Cities dominated by factories 
— including those which make 
Nike products — are devastated 
by toxic fumes and waste, and 
other health and environmental 
hazards. 
It is true that, without factory 
jobs, workers may be forced into 
prostitution or worse. But provid-
ing survival wages cannot negate 
our responsibility to respect ev-
ery human being. This respect is 
fostered not only in the Catholic 
Social Teaching with which Xavier 
forms its students but also in the 
rights provided in the founding 
ideals of  our country, that all hu-
mans are “created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of  Happiness.”
We as U.S. citizens have oppor-
tunities that far exceed those of  
Indonesian workers; the less-than-
living wages for working adults, 
just as Frazier asserted in his col-
umn, forces children to work in 
factories to help feed their fami-
lies instead of  going to school or 
playing basketball. Catholic Social 
Teaching emphasizes the value of  
human life; while Nike admittedly 
provides an alternative to prostitu-
tion, brushing our fellow human 
beings aside with “at least they are 
keeping young children from be-
ing sold into the sex trade” is un-
acceptable. Xavier could be asking 
Nike to simply disclose the wages 
that their factories pay, an action 
which may, in turn, result in hu-
man beings receiving a living wage 
for their work. 
We are students who love 
Xavier and all that it stands for 
in social and economic justice, 
students who have been taught, 
just as Father Graham said in his 
homily a few weeks ago, to “put 
our ear up to the world” and listen 
for the call of  our neighbors. And 
so we ask that our fellow students, 
our professors and the staff  and 
administration of  this university 
support us in this effort to grow 
as men and women for and with 
others. 
If  you are interested in joining 
or supporting this movement in 
any way please feel free to e-mail 
justdiscloseit@gmail.com.
ticularly good but because you’re 
too lazy to cook your own food 
— and there’s chocolate milk.
You make your own snow day. 
So what if  it’s not snowing?
Applying to jobs trumps school 
work.  Unless 
of  course you 
already have a 
job (or graduate 




self  counting 
down the days 
until graduation.
You hope 
the next three 
months feel like 
a week — and 
you hope Senior 
Week feels like 
three months.
You already 
have your Senior 
Week planned.
You can’t do homework be-




You don’t go to basketball 
games anymore because the new 
ticket system is so much more of  
a hassle than the old one.  Dana’s 
will do just fine — plus the drinks 
are cheaper than in Cintas.
You spend all your time in Smith 
Hall or the Learning Commons. 
You only have this one year to 
enjoy them, so you might as well 
cram four years of  time into the 
remaining months.
You’re counting down the days 
until the University turns the foun-
tain back on so you can soap it.
You actually look at Alter Hall 
with nostalgia.
You figure you probably won’t 
recognize Xavier in four years.  Or 
you wouldn’t recognize the Xavier 
you came to one August four 
years ago.
You swear the stairs to Elet 
Hall have definitely gotten steeper 
in four years.
You watch Sportscenter at least 
three times a day, all in a row.
You find yourself  getting thirsty 
on Thursday.  And Wednesday 
and Tuesday and Monday.  But 
not Sunday; that would just be 
ridiculous.
You are using spring break to 
find potential houses.
You would have read this col-
umn, but instead you just decided 
it would be easier to skip to the 
end.
Is there a cure?  Unfortunately, 
the biology majors haven’t discov-
ered one yet.  There really isn’t 
anything you can do but embrace 
it — and enjoy it.  You only have 




•	 Last	week,	we	 printed	 a	 note	 (or	was	 it	 an	
aside?) insinuating that Dan Francis had effective-
ly	been	pre-ordained	 to	fill	 the	vacant	 seat	on	 the	
SGA	Senate.		Just	because	Emily	McLaughlin	was	
appointed	 instead	 doesn’t	 mean	 we	 were	 wrong,	
though;	 in	 fact,	 we	 are	 taking	 SGA’s	 refusal	 to	
designate Francis as a validation of our critiques. 
Congratulations,	 Emily	 (sincerely	 this	 time),	 and	
you’re	welcome.
	•	 Astronomers	 recently	 announced	 that	 they	
were	re-classifying	Pluto	as	a	planet	after	a	sever-
al-year hiatus.  in truth, though, the announcement 
was	of	interest	mainly	to	those	making	it.	 	Just	as	
no technicality can change the name of the sears 
Tower,	Pluto	never	stopped	being	a	planet	for	those	
of	us	without	slide	rules.
•	 Now	 that	 a	 federal	 judge	 has	 struck	 down	
health care reform as unconstitutional, there is lit-















sells” to heart. 
•	 The	 Xavier	 women’s	 basketball	 team	 out-
scored	 La	 Salle	 nearly	 two-to-one	 in	 their	 recent	
matchup.  Clearly, our school has a better French 
saint for its patron. 
•	 If	 you	 had	 a	 rap	 sheet	 as	 long	 and	 diverse	
as	Miller	Beckham,	III’s,	doesn’t	 it	seem	like	you	
would	 realize	 that	 you	were	 a	 failure	 as	 a	 crimi-
nal sometime before your arrest count hit double-
digits?
Do you think you can. . .
Write a decent column?•	
Draw a great cartoon?•	
Take a sweet photograph?•	
Report on campus news?•	
We need:
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Junior Tu Holloway is leading the Atlantic 10 in scoring and is second in 
assists, free throw percentage and minutes played.
By Scott Mueller
Sports Editor
The two driving forces for the 
men’s basketball team’s perfect 
start in the Atlantic 10 have been 
junior point guard Tu Holloway 
and the Musketeers’ tight defense 
on the road. 
The Musketeers improved to 
7-0 in conference this week with 
wins over George Washington 
and Richmond.
Despite their spotless record in 
conference, the Muskies know they 
cannot be complacent. When they 
become complacent and overcon-
fident, as head coach Chris Mack 
thought they did against George 
Washington, the typically strong 
defense breaks down.
The Musketeers came out on 
top, 81-74, in a back-and-forth 
matchup with the Colonials on 
Wednesday. The game featured 14 
ties and 16 lead changes.
 “I thought our guys played a 
little bit like fat cats tonight,” Mack 
said. “We didn’t play great on the 
defensive end by any stretch of  
the imagination, and it’s up to us 
to correct that.”
“If  anybody thought we were 
going to roll through this league 
because we were undefeated com-
ing in five games into the confer-
ence season, including our play-
ers and coaches, that’s ludicrous,” 
Mack said.
George Washington held a 58-
Defense fueling Muskie road wins
Sophomore Katie Pleiman accounted for four victories this weekend, two in 
singles and two in doubles competition.
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
Holloway leading Musketeers to 7-0 start in A-10 play
55 lead with nine minutes to play 
after a three-pointer from GW ju-
nior Tony Taylor.
Holloway, then, took over the 
game. He went on a 9-0 run, start-
ing with a three point play on a 
drive to the basket. He followed 
up with two three-pointers for 
XU’s next six points. The Muskies 
took the 64-58 lead and would not 
trail the rest of  the way.
“It started off  with defense,” 
Holloway said. “We’re a great 
team, but I know we can play a lot 
better when I’m able to be real ag-
gressive and score.”
Although they recorded the 
victory, the Musketeers knew their 
defense needed to improve.
They responded with a blow-
out victory over second place 
Richmond.
The Spiders came out shoot-
ing hot from behind the arc. They 
started the game 4-6 from three-
point range in the first seven min-
utes of  the game. The Spiders 
controlled the game early, taking 
an 18-13 lead.
The Musketeers took the lead at 
22-20 when senior Danté Jackson 
stole the ball at midcourt and took 
it the rest of  the way himself  for a 
breakaway layup. The Musketeers 
would not surrender the lead the 
rest of  the game.
Holloway had five points in the 
final two seconds of  the first half. 
He was fouled on a three-point 
attempt and made all three free 
throws. The Spiders threw the 
ball away on the ensuing inbounds 
play. Holloway then threw the ball 
off  a Spider’s back, collected the 
deflection and laid it in for an easy 
basket. 
In the second half, the Spiders 
tried to get back to the three. They 
made three three-pointers in the 
first four minutes to cut the lead 
to two, 42-40.
That was as close the Spiders 
would get. The Musketeers re-
sponded with a 12-2 run to take 
control of  the game.
The Musketeers’ frontcourt 
was able to control the paint. 
They had 17 second-chance 
points, compared to seven for the 
Spiders. The Musketeers won the 
rebounding battle 41-25. Junior 
Kenny Frease had 19 points and 
senior Jamel McLean had 12 
rebounds.
Holloway was too much for 
the Spiders. He finished with 33 
points and was 17-17 from the 
free throw line, both career highs. 
Holloway made more free throws 
than Richmond attempted as a 
team.
Holloway is currently second 
in Division I in free throw at-
tempts and in free throws made 
despite having 30 fewer attempts 
than Arizona sophomore Derrick 
Williams, who is leading both 
categories.
The Musketeers defeated 
Richmond 85-62.
For his efforts, Holloway was 
named the Player of  the Week by 
ESPN.com and the A-10 Player of  
the Week for the second week in a 
row. He has won the A-10 Player 
of  the Week five times out of  ten 
weeks this season.
The Musketeers have played 
against four A-10 preseason first 
teamers so far, and all of  them 
have been held to less than their 
season average by the Musketeer 
defense.
“It’s just our mindset,” Jackson 
said. “Our entire team had some-
thing to do with the way [oppos-
Women’s tennis picks up two victories
By SaBrina BroWn
Staff  Writer
The Xavier women’s tennis 
team brought home their first 
victory of  the season on Jan. 28 
by defeating the Morehead State 
Eagles 5-2. They followed their 
first victory with their second 
on Jan. 29, defeating the Eastern 
Kentucky Colonels 4-3. 
“I thought we competed ex-
tremely well,” head coach Eric 
Toth said. “We have nine girls on 
this team who practice hard every 
day, and they’re going to play hard 
every match. A team’s not going 
to beat us because we didn’t show 
up to play. I’m confident that these 
girls will play hard every time they 
take the court.”
First singles player sophomore 
Katie Pleiman won her first two 
sets 6-4 and 6-2 to defeat junior 
Alix Young of  Morehead State. 
Pleiman also emerged victori-
ous in a doubles match with her 
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
ing star players have] played, and 
we knew we needed that coming 
down the stretch.”
In addition to limiting the op-
ponent’s star player, Xavier’s star 
point guard is averaging above his 
season average in conference play. 
Holloway is averaging 23.1 points 
per game in the A-10.
In the Musketeers’ three con-
ference road wins, they have won 
by an average of  21.3 points. They 
are fifth in the A-10 in defense, al-
lowing 64.1 points a game. They 
are first in offense, scoring over 80 
points a game in conference play.
The Musketeers will remain on 
the road to take on Charlotte to-
night at 7:30 p.m. The 49ers are 
1-6 in the A-10. Their only con-
ference victory is a home win over 
Fordham.
The 49ers do have an upset vic-
tory over then-No. 7 Tennessee. 
They knocked off  the Vols imme-
diately after dismissing A-10 pre-
season second teamer and leading 
scorer senior Shamari Spears.
sister, senior Christie Pleiman. 
Katie Pleiman had a repeat per-
formance of  Friday’s success 
again on Saturday against Eastern 
Kentucky.
“Katie is outstanding,” Toth 
said. “She’s a really good player, 
and I really believe she’s among 
the best players in the Atlantic 
10.”
Freshman Andrea Wolf  defeat-
ed both the Eagles and Colonels 
in third singles this weekend in 
addition to defeating Eastern 
Kentucky in a third doubles match 
with partner sophomore Kally 
Alkire. 
Toth believes Wolf  is a very 
promising player. “She’s really 
gotten off  to a good start also,” 
Toth said. “She’s really equipped 
herself  well as far as adapting her-
self  to college tennis.”
Xavier senior Kelsey Kinnard 
defeated Morehead State in fourth 
singles by winning the first two 
matches 6-0 and 6-4.
The first doubles team of  
Kinnard and Alkire defeated the 
Eagles 8-1, and the first dou-
bles team of  Kinnard and se-
nior Tifanie Treece defeated the 
Colonels 8-4.
Though Xavier women’s ten-
nis team has just begun their sea-
son, the league coaches have high 
hopes for them. In the preseason 
poll, Xavier was predicted to fin-
ish fourth in the A-10 this year. 
“It’s going to be an exciting 
season,” Toth said. “Our schedule 
is really challenging, and I believe 
we’re going to have a lot of  really 
close matches. We’re going to have 
to compete at our best every time 
we take the court.”
The women’s tennis team will 
take on Austin Peay at Eastern 
Hills Indoor Tennis Center in 
Cincinnati on Saturday, Feb. 12 
at 7 p.m., followed by two more 
matches in Cincinnati on Feb. 19 




































Saint Louis 2 5 7 13
Charlotte 1 6 9 12
Fordham 0 7 6 13
Saint Joe’s 0 7 5 16
The Musketeers are 7-0 in the 
A-10 and almost half done 
with the regular season. Here’s 
a look at how the rest of the 
conference stacks up.
Xavier 
K. Anderson (Rich.)        16.7           3.0             10              2
L. Allen (Temple)             10.6           6.6             0               3
The Musketeer defense has held four Atlantic 10 preseason 
first teamers below their average. Here is a look at what some 
of the stars in the A-10 have done all season and what they 
managed against the Muskies.
Faint Stars
Season Average
A. Nicholson (SBU)         19.9            7.7            13              2
C. Wright (Dayton)         13.2           9.0            10             10   
Against Xavier
Player                  Points    Rebounds    Points   Rebounds
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Track off to fast start
By Jocelyn Taylor
Asst. Sports Editor
The women’s basketball team 
kept Rhode Island winless in the 
Atlantic 10 conference beating 
them 67-45 Saturday and doubled 
up La Salle Tuesday night. The 
wins give the Muskies a spot-
less 8-0 record for the month of  
January.
Despite a shaky start, se-
nior Amber Harris led her team 
with 16 points and 5 rebounds. 
The Muskies had a balanced of-
fense with junior Tyeasha Moss 
(11 points) and seniors Special 
Jennings (10 points) and Ta’Shia 
Phillips (12 points) reaching dou-
ble figures. With the exception 
of  freshman Ashley Wanninger, 
everyone who entered the game 
scored.
Harris started the game with 
two turnovers and missed a few 
jumpers. Sophomore Katie Rutan 
entered the game for Harris after 
Harris picked up a foul. 
Recognizing that their leader 
was in a bit of  a slump, Moss, 
Phillips and Jennings picked up 
the offensive load and pushed 
their team out to a 10-0 lead over 
the Rams. 
Harris re-entered the game at 
the 12:50 mark and got her first 
points of  the game in the paint. 
Harris scored again to make the 
score 22-12.
The Rams climbed back into 
the game to cut the lead to twelve 
by half  time. Xavier led 36-24.
The Muskies outscored Rhode 
Island 31-21 in the second half, 
shooting 52 percent from the field 
Women cruising
controversial ncaa decisions raise questions
By John Wilmhoff
Staff  Writer
and 60 percent from three. 
“In the first half, Rhode Island 
was really sagging, forcing outside 
shoots,” said head coach Kevin 
McGuff. “In the second half, we 
were much better at moving the 
ball as well as being patient to get 
the right shot. In the second half  
everyone was doing what they 
were supposed to do and working 
as a team.”
The Musketeers opened the 
second half  like they did in the 
first with a turnover. 
Harris, Moss and Rutan scored 
rapidly to allow the Muskies to 
push the lead to 49-30 after going 
on a 13-2 run.
The Rams’ junior Lara Gaspar 
kept her team in the game by fre-
quently getting to the free throw 
line and making jumpers. She led 
all scorers with 22 points and sev-
en rebounds.
However, her efforts were 
not enough to deter the Muskies. 
Xavier closed out the game with a 
16-5 run to beat the Rams by 22 
points.
“Coach McGuff  told us to 
be aggressive from the jump,” 
Phillips said. “That’s what we did. 
We have a great team and it’s easy 
to play numbers one through five 
or one through 12. It doesn’t mat-
ter either way.”
The Muskies entered the 
month of  February with a 102-51 
thumping of  LaSalle on Tuesday. 
Wanninger delivered the three-
point shot to give the Muskies 
their first 100 point game of  the 
season. 
Harris’ shooting woes spilled 
over into this game. She had a sea-
son low four points. However, the 
power of  Phillips and Moss kept 
the Muskies afloat. 
Junior Tyeasha Moss had 11 points in both victories over Rhode Island and 
La Salle. She is averaging 9.8 points a game this season.
It was a record-breaking meet 
at the Findlay Open for the Xavier 
men and women’s track team. 
Though the season is still young, 
the track teams have combined to 
break 21 school records in four 
meets. The meet last weekend was 
no exception as five individuals 
broke school records, with four 
of  those runners being freshmen 
or redshirt freshmen. 
On the women’s side, junior 
Brittani Peltz bested her previous, 
and school, best in the 200 meter 
dash with a time of  25.89 seconds, 
good for third place. Head coach 
Dan Flaute was impressed with 
Peltz’s performance despite run-
ning on a 200 meter indoor track 
because the “turns on that type of  
track are more difficult than a 300 
or 400 meter track,” Flaute said.
Freshman Megan McCurdy 
set the school record in the triple 
jump with a distance of  32’11.25”. 
Not to be outdone, fellow fresh-
man Susannah Shelley ran the 600 
meters in 1:43.98, fast enough for 
another school record.
The men, who are the No. 15 
ranked team in the Great Lakes 
By kyle isaacs
Staff  Writer
In the last several months, there 
has been a lot of  controversy over 
decisions made by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association, 
most commonly known as the 
NCAA, and dubbed by some to 
be the “No Consistency Athletic 
Association.”
Newly appointed NCAA 
President Mark Emmert took 
office in October, and has spent 
much of  his four months in office 
trying to defend his organizations 
rulings that have been criticized 
and mocked by fans and media.
The controversy began in early 
December when Cam Newton, 
the quarterback at Auburn, was 
ruled eligible by the NCAA de-
spite evidence that his father at-
tempted to sell his services for up 
to $200,000 to schools during the 
recruiting process.
The NCAA’s reasoning was 
that Cam didn’t know about it and 
therefore did nothing wrong. That 
sets up a very dangerous prec-
edent. By making the ruling and 
giving the reasoning for it that 
was provided, the NCAA was ba-
sically saying that as long as it can’t 
be proven that the student athlete 
had any knowledge (and how ex-
actly do you prove that, anyway?), 
there is no risk or consequences 
for parents to pimp out their kids 
for thousands of  dollars dur-
ing the recruiting process. Just as 
long as there isn’t proof  that the 
kid knew about it, nothing can be 
done, and there is no risk at the 
kid losing his eligibility.
The controversy continued up 
the road at Ohio State, when five 
OSU football players sold champi-
onship rings and other team mer-
chandise for thousands of  dollars 
and tattoos. The players were each 
given a five game suspension, but 
because the players “didn’t know” 
that they were breaking the rules, 
they were allowed to play in the 
Sugar Bowl against Arkansas be-
fore serving their suspension next 
year.
In past cases, it hasn’t been a 
question whether or not a rule was 
known to be broken by the athlete 
or by the school, but whether or 
not a rule was indeed broken. 
This week, I interviewed 
Xavier’s Associate Athletic 
Director for Compliance, Erin 
Kido, on what she thought about 
some of  these issues and what 
Xavier is doing to prevent them 
from happening here. 
When asked about the specific 
steps that Xavier takes with its stu-
dent athletes to ensure that they 
 —Sports Opinion—
are aware of  the NCAA’s rules, 
Kido said, “We meet with our stu-
dent athletes in person, two times 
a year, once in the fall and once 
in the spring. Each team is done 
individually and we give them a 
handout of  different situations 
that may occur.”
In addition, Kido informed 
me that all freshman student ath-
letes are required to take a course 
called, “Issues Effecting Student 
Athletes.” Kido said that e-mail re-
minders are also sent throughout 
the year about issues that student 
athletes may encounter at a par-
ticular time. For example, during 
the month of  March, e-mails are 
sent out warning athletes to stay 
away from sports gambling, par-
ticularly gambling on the NCAA 
Tournament, which can jeopar-
dize their NCAA eligibility.
Kido acknowledged that Xavier 
has been involved in anywhere be-
tween three and eight secondary 
violations a year during her ten-
ure. “We look at that as a positive 
because we have a very function-
ing and engaged compliance de-
partment and have self-reported 
these issues to the NCAA,” Kido 
said. “There have been a couple 
of  publicized academic issues 
with [freshman] Justin Martin 
and [sophomore] Mark Lyons in 
the last couple of  years. When 
we learn that there is an issue, the 
NCAA has very specific guidelines 
that we follow. We filed an initial 
eligibility waiver with the NCAA 
in each of  those cases and partial 
approval decisions were made by 
the NCAA.”
Kido believes that Xavier 
has maintained a very good re-
lationship with the NCAA staff  
in Indianapolis. “We try to first 
work with our conference office 
but we do have a very good re-
lationship with the NCAA staff. 
The Atlantic 10 has their own li-
aison with the NCAA. We have a 
very cordial working relationship 
with them,” Kido said. Kido also 
maintained that each school and 
NCAA investigation is looked at 
in the same way across the board. 
“I think it’s pretty consistent,” 
Kido said. “Each case gets evalu-
ated on its own merits. I don’t 
personally think that schools are 
getting better deals than others. 
I think the facts of  each case are 
looked at the same whether you’re 
Ohio State football or Xavier bas-
ketball or any of  the other teams 
in our conference.”
However, Kido also added that 
she’s well aware that many dis-
agree with her opinion and she 
explained the difficulty of  staying 
within the rules.
“Generally, violations can and 
do happen by student athletes. 
When the NCAA rulebook is 
more than 400 pages long, it’s un-
fair to expect the student-athletes 
to know every detail of  the leg-
islation. We inform our student-
athletes of  the situations that they 
are most likely to encounter and 
we tell them to ask us before they 
act.”
I then asked Kido if  she finds 
it believable that a major college 
football program at a state uni-
versity with an enrollment of  
over 60,000 students (Ohio State) 
wouldn’t have the necessary re-
sources to properly educate its 
student athletes about NCAA 
rules. “I do think that there was 
some education regarding the 
matter, but it may or may not have 
been explicitly stated that you can-
not sell awards or championship 
rings,” Kido said. 
I was convinced, however, after 
talking with Kido that the student 
athletes at Ohio State were more 
than likely educated enough to 
know that what they were doing 
was wrong. Not only do I believe 
that the NCAA was not too harsh 
on Ohio State, but I actually be-
lieve that they were not punished 
tough enough.
Region (which is also a school 
record), had another strong per-
formance. In the preliminaries 
for the 60 meter high hurdles, 
redshirt freshman Evan Betts 
bested the previous school re-
cord by crossing the finish line in 
8.73 seconds.
Freshman Craig Krcal soared 
higher than the previous school 
record with a height of  14’ 07.25” 
in the pole vault.
Flaute is enthusiastic about 
the future of  the program’s pole 
vault and triple jump contestants. 
“Xavier is relatively new to those 
two events, so it is exciting to see 
these freshmen doing so well,” 
Flaute said.
He was also pleased with the 
overall performance at the meet. 
“We saw improvements in many 
areas despite not fielding an en-
tire squad [in preparation for the 
next meet].”
The team travels to New York 
City next weekend for the New 
Balance Indoor Games. “There 
is more anticipation for the up-
coming meet not only because 
of  where it is being held, but also 
because it is a national class meet 
with restricted entries,” Flaute 
said.
The team went on a 44-6 run 
in the first half  to hold a 41 point 
advantage over the Explorers. 
The score was 62-21 at the half  
with three Musketeers in double 
figures.
Rutan led with 15 points, while 
Phillips had 14 points and Moss 
had 11 points.
The Muskies stayed offensively 
consistent in the second half, but 
stepped their defensive pressure up 
a notch. They held the Explorers 
to only 1 point in the first six min-
utes of  the second half. 
Phillips finished the game with 
21 points and 10 rebounds, and 
Moss finished with 13 points and 
five assists. 
The Muskies go on the road 
against Dayton at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 5.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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eat this!
The following foods are also 
considered to be aphrodisiacs: 
arugula, avocado, pine nuts, gin-
ger, nutmeg, cardamom, orang-





Spice up your life with these seductive foods
As Valentine’s Day approaches, 
it’s time to start making plans for 
you and your significant other. 
Everything from the food, to your 
clothes, to the main event must be 
perfect. For the next two weeks, 
Newswire will provide you with a 
two part series on Valentine’s Day, 
giving you ideas on how to make 
the night extra special.  
This week, the focus is on 
food. Whether you plan to cook 
dinner for that special someone 
or just want to go out to dinner, 
be sure to incorporate one or 
more of  these delicious items into 
your meal. They are tasty, seduc-
tive and sent to you straight from 
Aphrodite.  
The following 10 foods are 
considered aphrodisiacs. If  you 
don’t know what that means, think 
about it: They are named after the 
goddess of  love, after all. 
Eat one or more of  these and 
prepare to spice up your night! 
asparagus  
This vegetable dates back to the 
17th century and is said to create 
lust in both men and women. It 
also contains folate, which increas-
es the production of  histamine, 
necessary for feeling pleasure.  
Bananas 
Besides their shape, bananas 
contain vitamin B and potassium, 
which are both necessary for the 
production of  hormones. They 
are also said to contain an enzyme 
that enhances the male libido. 
carrots 
Carrots were used by early 
Middle Eastern royalty to help 
aid men in the seduction pro-
cess. They have been considered a 
stimulant since ancient times. 
Dark chocolate 
Yes, it’s delicious, but this sweet 
also releases phenylethylamine 
(PEA). PEA, in turn, releases do-
pamine and helps induce feelings 
of  excitement. It also contains 
anandamide, which is said to be a 
“feel good” chemical. No wonder 
it’s called the food of  the gods! 
sweet Basil 
Basil has a fragrant aroma and 
a warming effect on the body 
when eaten. The warmth pro-
motes blood circulation, increases 
arousal, boosts fertility and makes 
you feel better about yourself. 
What could be better? 
Figs 
Considered a sacred symbol of  
love and fertility by Greeks, figs 
BY Rachael haRRis
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are loaded with amino acids that 
increase stamina. 
almonds 
The smell of  this nut is said 
to arouse passion in females. 
Almond branches were even used 
by Samson in the Bible to seduce 
Delilah and are sometimes a sym-
bol representing the virgin birth 
of  Jesus. 
Vanilla 
The smell of  vanilla is said to 
increase arousal and lust. It also 
releases serotonin, which releases 
more of  those “feel good” feel-
ings we all love. 
chile Peppers 
Capsaicin, found in hot pep-
pers, stimulates nerve endings and 
causes our body to produce physi-
ological responses like sweating, 
increased heart rate and circula-
tion. Spicy foods are also said to 
release endorphins, which make 
us feel naturally gleeful. 
Garlic 
Although it may make your 
breath smell a bit rancid, garlic 
contains an ingredient called al-
licin which increases blood flow 
and circulation. It is also said to 
stir up passion. Because of  this, 
Tibetan monks long ago were not 
allowed to enter the monastery if  
they had been eating garlic. 
Dark chocolate is considered to be the “food of the gods” because it releases anandamide, which is considered to 
be a “feel good” chemical. Eat up!
Photo courtesy of library.thinkquest.org
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Harrah’s Casino to open in Cincinnati
BY BRent eDWaRDs
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Harrah’s resorts and casinos offer many amenities including dining, gambling, shopping and spa treatments.
Photo courtesy of online.wsj.com
Xavier’s student body may 
have a new choice in entertain-
ment in late 2012. 
A new casino is soon to be 
opened. Owned by Caesar’s 
Entertainment Group, Caesar’s 
will lend its name to the new ca-
sino development in the works 
for downtown Cincinnati.
This casino which will be 
named and run by Harrah’s, is 
being funded by Detroit-based 
Rock Ventures.
Caesar’s owns and maintains 
50 casinos on four continents. 
The properties include: Bally’s of  
Las Vegas, Caesar’s Palace of  Las 
Vegas, Caesar’s Palace of  Atlantic 
City, Harrah’s New Orleans, 
Harrah’s St. Louis, Harrah’s 
North Kansas City and many 
more.
The casino is being built on the 
corner of  Broadway and Reading, 
and is expected to bring in an es-
timated 6 million dollars of  tax 
revenue to Hamilton County, ac-
cording to the Cincinnati Enquirer.
Exact details of  what the casi-
no will offer are relatively scarce, 
but it is widely speculated that 
the typical casino wares, slots, 
poker and table gaming, will be 
available for guests. 
Other Harrah’s casinos in-
clude luxurious dining and bars, 
comedy clubs and occasional ce-
lebrity performances.
Cincinnati’s government has 
made some changes that will 
make it different than other ca-
sino establishments. 
While the age for gambling is 
21 years old, no alcohol will be 
served after 2:30am.
Along with providing gam-
bling opportunities to Cincinnati 
residents, the stated goals of  the 
project include revitalizing the 
downtown area and providing a 
new source of  jobs.
It is likely that Harrah’s will 
utilize Xavier’s student body 
when looking for workers.
Many job opportunities are 
posted on the Harrah’s website, 
including: Gaming Operations, 
Relationship Marketing, Human 
Resources, Finance, Hotel, Food 
and Beverage, Information 
Technology and Total Service. 
Harrah’s also offers intern po-
sitions for both undergraduate 
and MBA students.
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Xavier Players perform for social justice
This year’s Voices for Change, 
Xavier Player’s annual vignette-
style, student-written, social-
issue-driven play featured a few 
standards and a few gems. 
There was the traditional mono-
logue focusing on the strangeness 
of  the black experience at Xavier, 
just like other years. This year’s, 
“3 Black Girls’ Perspectives on 
Xavier Life” by senior Jocelyn 
Taylor and performed by sopho-
more Kristen Rogers, seemed on 
point, but then again I am not a 
black girl with a perspective on 
Xavier life. Perhaps you can tell 
me.
There was the usual somewhat 
lighter take on LGBTQ issues, 
this year represented by the musi-
cal number “You Can’t Take the 
Color out of  Colorado,” from 
“When Pigs Fly” and performed 
by freshman Jonathan Kuhl, 
sophomore Lauretta Ruppert and 
junior Justin Hanks which would 
have been vibrant and interesting, 
if  the performers could hear their 
background music.
“Adagio,” a mime-type piece 
about the unfortunate stigma 
that is attached to mental illness, 
was an interesting piece backed 
by a live string quartet, a classy 
addition for a show that usually 
lacks the budget for such frills. 
However, whether on purpose or 
my accident, there was some kind 
of  dissidence going on in the mu-
sical group that had me watching 
them off  to the side rather than 
watching the performers, fresh-
men  Kristen Gallagher, Zach 
BY sarah Wieten
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Julian, Corina Marziano, and 
Kate Hamilton, sophomores 
Evan Herbert, Maggie Behan 
and Caroline Saxon and juniors 
Dan Parsley and junior Nick 
Tsangaris on stage.
In traditional theater fash-
ion the best was saved for last; 
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear” 
wrapped up the show in a way 
that truly portrayed the peren-
nial Voices program’s intended 
purpose. 
The piece featured a series 
of  monologues from Xavier 
Players members and members 
of  Starfire Council of  Greater 
Cincinnati Inc., a group for in-
dividuals with disabilities, about 
personal understandings of  the 
word “disability” and the difficul-
ties of  labels in general. 
The performance truly allowed 
a new voice to be heard as it pro-
vided a medium for the Starfire 
representatives to express their 
feelings about disability in a fresh, 
direct, and in short very moving 
manner that encouraged others to 
change their behavior and be open 
to the greater human community.
Voices often gets short shrift 
(not to mention short changed 
budget-wise) as just Player’s 
thrown together attempt at a 
show with a conscience. But a 
few pieces made it clear just how 
necessary this kind of  theater is 
for Xavier; musicals might be 
fun, but sometimes the human 
voice is lost in the glitter and jazz 
hands.
iron & Wine release “Kiss each Other clean”
Some musicians tend to take a 
formulaic route to their success. 
For Sam Beam, singer of  Iron & 
Wine, this has been the case since 
2002’s The Creek Drank the Cradle.
That formula has been an 
eclectic mix of  acoustic folk mu-
sic that draws in the listener. 
For years Sam Beam had 
drawn on the simplistic beauty of  
an acoustic guitar, epitomized in 
his famous cover of  The Postal 
Service’s “Such Great Heights.” 
The South Carolinian Beam, 
who has drawn comparisons to 
the likes of  Simon and Garfunkel 
with his rotating band of  guest 
musicians, has received great 
critical acclaim for his simplistic 
style. 
With Kiss Each Other Clean, 
Iron & Wine takes a shocking 
step away from that formula for 
success.
In the last several months, a 
trend has emerged among many 
artists in this niche.
They’ve been injecting ele-
ments of  “noise pop,” borrowing 
synthesizer sounds and creating 
more complex songs. 
The problem here is that too 
many artists have chosen to go 
this route recently, most notably 
Sufjan Stevens’ The Age of  Adz. 
More and more of  Iron & 
Wine’s contemporaries, such as 
The Decemberists, have begun to 
expand and change their sound. 
Iron & Wine goes the same 
direction. So, does Iron & Wine 
manage to expand the sound as-
sociated with the act, or does it 
fall short?
Thankfully, Sam Beam’s musi-
cianship is not buried under the 
injections of  innumerable ele-
ments into Kiss Each Other Clean. 
Songs like “Godless Brother 
in Love” can pull at heartstrings 
as much as any other Iron & 
Wine tune.
The lead-off  single from 
the album, “Walking Far from 
Home,” is likely the best song on 
the album, and is the most effec-
tive mix of  new elements and the 
trademark Iron & Wine sound. 
A close second may be “Your 
Fake Name is Enough for Me,” 
which undeniably channels Lynyrd 
Skynyrd and other 70s and 80s 
rock anthem heroes. 
If  you are lucky enough to 
snag the deluxe edition, both bo-
nus tracks (“Black Candle” and 
“Lean into the Light”) take on a 
sound reminiscent of  slow funk 
and jazz beats, something no-
body would expect Beam to pull 
off.
Some of  the extreme changes 
in the music seem unnecessary. 
“Monkeys Uptown” never gets a 
flow going and carelessly throws 
together an amalgam of  different 
sounds.
The same could be said for 
“Rabbit Will Run,” though it 
does pick up a nice groove half-
way through.
Though songs in the clas-
sic style of  Iron & Wine’s folk 
and acoustic tunes are here, they 
seem a bit uninspired.
Credit can be given where it’s 
due; most of  the album does bet-
ter switching between genres and 
elements than I could’ve imag-
ined.  And musically, as expected 
with Iron & Wine, nothing is in 
question.
Though at times it may go 
over some people’s heads, Iron 
& Wine does a surprisingly good 
job progressing his sound in Kiss 
Each Other Clean. 
BY JOhn stevens
A&E Staff  Writer
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Iron & Wine provides a creative CD cover for an interesting title. May we ask what peacocks have to do with 
anything?
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The cast of “Brown Bear, Brown Bear” features both Xavier students and individuals from Starfire, a program that 
encourages those with disabilities to become active in their communities. 
Photo courtesy of Facebook.com
Coming soon to 
a stage near you
Xavier Players still has four 
productions coming to the stage 
this year. Here is a short synopsis 
for each of  their shows to get you 
excited. 
tartuffe
7:30 p.m. on Feb. 17-20
Moliere’s most famous play, 
this slapstick comedy is tradi-
tionally performed in Commedia 
Dell’arte style, which typically fea-
tures masked characters. Tartuffe 
tells the story of  a religious fraud 
and how he decieves an entire 
family.
the Great american trailer 
park Musical
7:30 p.m.  on March 24-27
This musical by David Nehls 
and Betsy Kelso showcases the hi-
larity of  life in a trailer park as well 
as some of  life’s greatest necessi-
ties, like spray cheese, ‘80s memo-
robilia, road kill and a broken elec-
tric chair, of  course.
Workshop
7:30 p.m. on April 7-10
Workshop features short stu-
dent-written and directed pieces. 
Fans of  the TV show Glee may en-
joy this year’s parody of  the show, 
properly titled “So Glee!”
toolbox
9 p.m. on April 27-28
Xavier’s improv and sketch 
comedy group will be performing 
right before finals, in hopes to pro-
vide an hour of  relief  from study-
ing induced stress. Tremendously 
popular, last semester’s porduc-
tion sold out and then added an 
extra night to accomodate all who 
wanted to attend.
BY rachael harris
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor
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Sports12 Xavier NewSwireFebruary 2, 2011
Junior Kenny Frease demonstrating his right-handed hook shot. Frease is 
second in the Atlantic 10 in field goal percentage.
By Steve roSenBaum
Staff  Writer
Following its 85-62 victory 
over Richmond, the Xavier men’s 
basketball team improved to 15-5 
overall and 7-0 in the Atlantic 10. 
Here’s my evaluation of  how each 
player stacked up over these 20 
games:
tu Holloway: a
Holloway scored at least 20 
points in six of  Xavier’s seven A-10 
games, with a 33-point outburst 
on 17 free throws at Richmond. 
Not only is Holloway scoring at 
a consistent rate, he’s second in 
the A-10 in assists and third on 
the team in rebounding, answer-
ing head coach Chris Mack’s call 
to be more than a scorer, but also 
a team leader.
mark Lyons: B
Lyons’ athleticism might be his 
greatest strength and his greatest 
weakness at the same time. After 
forcing some questionable shots 
against Butler and Florida, Lyons 
is picking and choosing his scoring 
opportunities more wisely lately. 
As a result, Lyons is shooting 49 
percent from the field and 48 per-
cent from behind the arc since the 
Florida game.
Danté Jackson: C+
Jackson’s senior campaign has 
been somewhat disappointing 
compared to the recent string 
Sports opinion: Basketball Grades
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LESS TIME THAN IT TAKES TO LEARN TO WALK.
of  senior success at Xavier. His 
three-point shooting is down 12 
percent from last season. His re-
bounding is also down, despite 
playing 10 more minutes a game 
this season compared to last. In 
defense of  Jackson, he’s turning 
over the ball at a lower rate, play-
ing solid defense and playing any 
role the team needs to win.
Jamel mcLean: B+
After suffering an orbital frac-
ture against Northern Kentucky 
in the preseason, McLean strug-
gled to find his rhythm early in the 
season. He eventually adjusted to 
his protective glasses, and is now 
playing like a true Xavier senior—
averaging close to a double-double 
with 11.2 points and 8.8 boards a 
game. McLean’s 8.8 rebounds per 
game and 55.6 percent from the 
field are both third in the A-10.
Kenny Frease: a-
Frease’s hard work over the 
summer has really paid off.  He’s 
in better shape. He’s second in the 
A-10 in field goal percentage. He’s 
averaging 14.1 points per game 
and shooting 63.8 percent in con-
ference play.
Couple Frease’s mid-range 
jumper and baby hook with 
McLean’s rebounding, and Xavier 
has the strongest frontcourt in the 
A-10.
Jeff  robinson: C+
Robinson came out of  the 
gates strong, averaging 11 points 
per game over his first three 
games. He went through a mid-
season lull, never scoring more 
than four points until Xavier’s trip 
to Olean, N. Y., where he provid-
ed the spark needed to overcome 
St. Bonaventure with 12 points in 
23 minutes. He’s shown flashes of  
brilliance with a couple of  threes 
and some crowd pleasing dunks.
andrew taylor: C
Taylor’s first bucket of  the 
year didn’t come until Butler, but 
the scrappy forward has recently 
come on strong. He’s averaging 
4.8 points per game in his last 
five games and has been able to 
finish with both hands. Taylor’s 
and Robinson’s ability to provide 
a few buckets here and there have 
allowed Mack to give Frease and 
McLean a couple more minutes 
of  rest per game, which has made 
all the difference in conference 
play.
Kevin Feeney: C
The king of  hustle, Feeney’s 
self-admitted role on the team is 
to play hard in practice to get the 
starters ready for their next chal-
lenge. Against Florida, Cincinnati 
and some A-10 opponents, 
though, Feeney was asked to pro-
vide significant minutes due to a 
lack of  depth, so he had to play 
out of  this role.
the Freshmen: C
Statistically, all three freshmen 
haven’t contributed much. That’s 
to be somewhat expected, though, 
considering Jay Canty, Jordan 
Latham and Griffin McKenzie are 
all learning a new system and are 
behind an effective starting five.
Canty appeared to be making 
positive strides, but then was set 
back by a stress fracture.
Latham started getting some 
more playing time in A-10 play, 
but Taylor’s reemergence com-
bined with Latham’s transition 
from zone defense in high school 
to man-to-man in college, proved 
that Latham still has work to do.
McKenzie has proven he can 
shoot the three but is still devel-
oping the physicality needed to 
compete at the Division I level. 
Despite the lack of  production, 
Mack has continually stressed that 
all three are working hard in prac-
tice and are developing the game 
needed to compete in the future.
